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EXT. SUBURBAN LA STREET - DAY1 1

ASTOR stands before CALI, who sits at a bus stop.  

He’s an adorable 26-year-old with a teenage heart.  She’s a 
street smart Asian American 27-year-old, who only wears blue.  
Today a fitted indigo dress.

ASTOR
Four o’clock?

CALI
(nodding)

Three past.

ASTOR
Would you like to grab a coffee?

CALI
You had to check the time before 
you knew if you wanted to ask me 
out?

ASTOR
Asking the time was my in, I didn’t 
want to hit on you straight up.

CALI
You should have asked me straight 
up.  It shows confidence.

ASTOR
Okay, okay, let’s go again.

He rolls back, resets, and saunters in.

ASTOR
Girl you’re cute, wanna roll with 
me?  Grab some coffee?

CALI
Yeah, I wanna roll with you, right 
off the seat, off the sidewalk, and 
into the gutter.

ASTOR
Let’s do it!

CALI
Ain’t happening.  You’re putting on 
a persona.  Are you an actor?

ASTOR
No.



CALI
Then why are you acting up now?

ASTOR
I...

CALI
Hold the bus.

A CUTIE in a print dress walks right behind them.  Astor 
tries to watch her pass without being caught.

ASTOR
(to Cali; in code)

Six o’clock?  May not be possible.

Cali watches the Cutie walk on.

CALI
Four o’clock, three o’clock, start 
thinking with your cock.  What are 
you hesitating for?  Go.

ASTOR
She’s too far, I can’t run up to 
her.  That’s desperate.  You said 
never look desperate.

CALI
Go now.  You know the deal.

Astor hesitates but Cali scowls and he’s compelled to follow.

He’s puffed as he reaches the Cutie.

ASTOR
Excuse me.  Sorry.  Can, can... Can 
I ask you a question?

CUTIE
Spit it out.

Astor dislodges some gum from beside his teeth with his 
tongue and spits it out.

CUTIE
Charming.

ASTOR
Prince Charming.

CUTIE
The question?
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ASTOR
Can I buy you a coffee?

CUTIE
How long’s this question that you 
gotta ask me it over coffee?

ASTOR
No, that’s the question.

CUTIE
I don’t even know you.  I thought 
you were doing some environmental 
survey or something.

ASTOR
I’m just a boy, standing in front 
of a girl, asking her for coffee.

She hands him a buck, points into a general store.

CUTIE
You see that machine in there.  
Coffee’s a buck.  Go get high.

The Cutie walks on, as Astor stares into the dollar, deep 
into George Washington’s stern eyes.

Cali yanks the bill from Astor.

CALI
Progress.  Your first win.

ASTOR
If I was begging.

CALI
Ask and you shall receive.

ASTOR
Rejection.

CALI
Asking a random cutie straight up 
for coffee at this stage was 
guaranteed to get you knocked back.  
That was the plan.

ASTOR
An evil plan.

CALI
To get you used to being knocked 
back.  Doesn’t hurt much does it?
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ASTOR
It hurts like a paper cut.

(beat)
On my eyelid.

CALI
No pain, no game.

ASTOR
So, I got game?

CALI
You’re playing the game, but you 
haven’t got game. 

ASTOR
But, I be a playa, yo!

CALI
All in good time.  Right now, you 
pay-to-play.  You got da money? 

ASTOR
I have to pay you?

CALI
Ah, no.  I was just playing 
gangsta.  But seriously, can I 
borrow a twenty?

Astor hands over $20 and waits as Cali shops in a store.

An ELDERLY MAN wanders by holding a cup and Astor shoves his 
dollar bill in, not realizing the cup’s full of soda.

Astor walks backwards almost tripping on a step.  He waits 
embarrassed and fearful until Cali finally exits.

She hands the man a new soda, and drags Astor away.

As they walk down the street, she takes a swig of the rum 
she’s bought and licks her crooked smile.

INT. BATHROOM - NIGHT2 2

Astor kneels by the toilet, as Cali throws up.

She lifts her face, wipes her mouth.  It’s not pretty.  In 
fact, it’s not Cali either.  

This is MILA.  She’s 26, entitled and gorgeous.  

4.



She only wears red and pink to ensure she’s always the center 
of attention.  Today, a crimson cotton dress.

SUPER: SEVEN WEEKS EARLIER

Mila washes her face.

ASTOR
Must’ve been the mixing drinks.  
Sambuca and Bloody Mary’s aren’t 
always a good combo.

She gargles water.  Pulls herself together.

MILA
Just one more cabernet.

She goes to exit, but her heels slip on the tiles.  Astor 
catches her, but knocks his head on the mirror, and just 
manages to keep her vertical.

MILA
Maybe a little sleepy sleep.

Astor lifts her up and she falls asleep in his arms.

INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT3 3

Astor carries Mila past a few PARENTS and KIDS, the remnants 
of a family dinner.  His mum ASTRID approaches, as he heads 
for the front door.

ASTRID
Happy birthday, Astor.

ASTOR
Thanks, mom.

ASTRID
Your birthday cake.  Cherry like 
you like it.

She hands him a cake that has ‘Happy Birthday Astor’ written 
in jam.  He tries to take it but with Mila it’s impossible.

ASTOR
Maybe tomorrow?

She nods in agreement, and then opens the door for him.
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EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - NIGHT4 4

Astor struggles for his car keys, with Mila in his arms and 
drooling spew on his shoulder.

INT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - NIGHT5 5

A small neat studio, decorated with photos of animals in the 
wild and with a stuffed bird on the wall.  Multiple photos of 
Mila are on the fridge.

Astor lays Mila asleep on the bed, then goes to grab a bucket 
to put by her bed.  As he returns, Mila is taking off her red 
and pink polka-dot knickers from under her dress.  Astor 
turns his back, as she kicks them off the edge of the bed.

She kneels on the end of the bed as she notices Astor.

MILA
Astor!

Astor turns around slowly, to be sure Mila’s not exposed.

ASTOR
(waving)

Hi.  
(sitting beside her)

You’re a little drunk.

She makes herself into a tiny ball.

MILA
Tiny.

She slurs her speech and smiles.

MILA
But not drunk.

She comes out of her ball, and slips backwards, and flips up 
and over and off the bed.

Astor looks down at Mila, a jumbled mess on the floor.

MILA
(laughing)

Tipsy, maybe.

Astor pulls her back on the bed.  He holds her up and gives 
her some water.  Her head rocks back and forth as she speaks.
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MILA
You love me, Astor.  You’re the 
best.  No one loves me like you do.

She points to herself, draws the heart symbol with her 
fingers, and points to Astor.

MILA
Ha, ha.  Hic!

ASTOR
I love you too, Mila.

She holds her heart.  Smiles, a little teary at the thought.

MILA
It’s cold. Burr!

She brings her arms to her chest, shivering as she gets into 
her drunk performance.

Astor wraps his arms around her and she soon falls asleep.

He lies there with her in his arms, but soon gets up and 
pulls the comforter over her.

He changes into his animal print pjs and lies beside her.

He lies his head down, but just as he does Mila grabs the 
pillow and he bangs his head on the bed head.  

As Astor takes the pain, Mila pulls him to her and they 
spoon, as she drifts back to sleep.  She begins to gently 
snore, and a warm smile grows on Astor’s face.

EXT. PRIVATE GARDEN - FLASHBACK - DAY7 7

Mila, four years old skips across the manicured lawn.

Astor, also four and cute as a button hobbles after her, in 
tiny green overalls over little gumboots.

Mila looks back playfully.  Astor is no longer behind her.

He stands in a flower bed yanking at a giant red tulip.

Mila discovers an antique brass tap.  She clasps it with her 
little hands, but strains to turn it.

Astor crosses the lawn with the tulips, roots and all.

The hose snakes up and a sprinkler comes on.
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The water is brilliant in the afternoon sun.

Mila giggles triumphantly, as Astor is surprised by the 
spray, but soon soaks in the moment.

Keen for the fun, Mila skips out to join him.

Astor presents his bouquet.

Mila accepts it, and without taking a step, leans in and 
gives Astor a kiss, causing him to blush.

END FLASHBACK

EXT. PUBLIC PARK - NIGHT8 8

Cali and Astor sit on the playground equipment.  

Cali’s made good progress with the rum.  

CALI
I just puked in my mouth.

ASTOR
Told you to go easy.

CALI
It’s not the liquor.  It’s your sob 
childhood sweetheart tale.  More 
than half the world is female and 
you hold out for someone you liked 
as a child.  It’s kinda pedophilic.

ASTOR
True love lasts the ages.

CALI
True love involves sex.  Not 
abstinence.  You skipped teenage 
sex because your four-year-old self 
had a crush.

ASTOR
I was a late developer.  Highest 
vocal range in the church choir.

CALI
So pedophilia came naturally to you 
then.

ASTOR
She was worth the wait.
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INT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - DAY9 9

Morning sun streams through slat blinds.

Astor lies in bed with the same warm smile and Mila asleep by 
his side, glorious in the dappled light.

He slides his arm out from under her, and climbs from the 
bed.  He pulls on his jeans and a tee.  

He admires her beauty, pulls out his cellphone, and snaps a 
photo.  He smiles to himself before walking out the door.

INT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - DAY10 10

Astor returns with a bouquet of red tulips.

Mila’s still sleeping.  Astor crouches on his toes beside her 
and holds the tulips under her nose.

They touch her face, and she wakes with a start.  She knocks 
the tulips away and kicks Astor down.

As Astor pulls himself up, she throws the blanket onto him, 
climbs on top, and hits him, forcing him to the floor.

Astor struggles, but soon lies still.

ASTOR
Ahh.  Ahh.  Can I come out, please?

Mila looks about the room confused.  She sees a photo of her 
and Astor, and another behind it of her looking gorgeous.

MILA
Astor?

ASTOR
It’s me.

MILA
Oh!

She releases him.

MILA
I haven’t been to your place 
before.

Astor is totally disheveled, the tulips crushed below him.

MILA
Sorry.
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 Astor holds up a bent tulip.

MILA
They’re beautiful.  Who are they 
from?

ASTOR
They’re from me!

MILA
You brought me here last night?

Astor nods.  Mila’s a bit disturbed.

MILA
Did we?

ASTOR
(nodding)

We slept in the same bed.

MILA
Oh.  Okay.  And...

ASTOR
I held you in my arms.  For eight 
hours and twenty-seven minutes.

MILA
Did we kiss?

ASTOR
You didn’t brush your teeth last 
night.  And you threw up.  Twice. 

Mila’s embarrassed, as Astor points to his navy cotton jacket 
which has dried spew on the shoulder.  

She breathes into her hand, smells her breath, and screws up 
her nose at the rank smell.

INT. ASTOR’S BATHROOM - DAY11 11

Astor brushes Mila’s teeth.

MILA
(incomprehensible due to 
the brushing)

I hate going to sleep without 
brushing my teeth.  If I don’t, 
they feel furry in the morning.

She looks at Astor, froth dripping from her mouth.
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He wipes it with his hand, and holds a glass to her lips.

ASTOR
Sip.

(Mila complies)
Rinse.

(Mila complies)
Spit.

(Mila complies)
Smile.

Mila flashes her pearly whites.  Runs her tongue over them.

ASTOR
Kiss.

Mila keeps looking forward, but turns her eyes to Astor.

And then she goes for.  A proper kiss.

Astor closes his eyes, and is lost in the moment.  The faucet 
still running.

She pulls back, and he keeps his eyes shut, taking it all in.

ASTOR
Twenty-one years, forty-three days 
since our last kiss.

MILA
That’s so sweet.  I think I 
remember, it was behind the toilets 
right?

Astor shakes his head.  Mila begins flossing.

MILA
It was in a car?  I’ve always loved 
the backseat.

ASTOR
It was outside.

MILA
Now we’re talking.  Did we just 
kiss?

ASTOR
We were four years old.

MILA
We probably just kissed.
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ASTOR
I gave you a tulip.

MILA
Just one.

ASTOR
One tulip for one kiss.

MILA
And spooning all night got me a 
dozen?

ASTOR
I bought twenty-one. One for every 
year we’ve waited.  Who do you 
think’s going to be happier, your 
mom or my mom? 

MILA
Maybe, your mom?

ASTOR
You’re probably right.  She knows 
you’re everything I’ve ever wanted.

EXT. MULTI-STORY BUILDING - NIGHT12 12

Cali and Astor climb the exterior fire stairs of an aging 
building, the night lights behind them.

CALI
Everything you’ve ever wanted?  You 
never wanted a Nintendo, or a sling-
shot or anything normal growing up?

ASTOR
I wanted love.

CALI
Well, blind confessions of love 
ain’t gonna cut it with a girl like 
Mila.  If you’re too sweet you’ll 
turn most girls off.  You need 
attitude, edge, and a hell of a lot 
more confidence.

Astor lags behind, playing with his phone.

CALI
You paying attention?
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ASTOR
I’m taking notes.

Cali grabs his arm.

CALI
Don’t.  You’ve got to let it flow, 
not produce a paper on it.  When 
you’re a player you’ll know, the 
girls will know, and everything 
will be easy.  Like shooting fish 
in a barrel.

ASTOR
Plenty of fish in the sea.  I’ll go 
shoot ‘em there too.

CALI
You do that.

ASTOR
Schools of fishy fish.  Finger 
lickin’ good.

He licks his salty fingers.

CALI
That’s disgusting.

ASTOR
Sorry.  Just trying to let it flow.

(swimming his hand through 
the air)

Like a river.

EXT. MILA’S APARTMENT - NIGHT13 13

Astor knocks on the door, and Mila opens it.  She smiles, as 
he hands her a small bunch of red tulips.

ASTOR
One for every day we’ve been 
together.

MILA
Just like Monday.

She slips the tulips inside, adding them to a small pile, and 
they walk to Astor’s hatchback.
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ASTOR
How’s your paper going?  It’s so 
unfair you get all this work right 
when we become a couple.

MILA
I’ve got a lot to do.  I can’t 
really stay out late.

ASTOR
Well, I’ve got some good news.  
I’ve started studying cardiology 
too.  I won’t get the medical 
degree like you, but perhaps I can 
help you out a little.

MILA
Aren’t you sweet.

Astor smiles as he opens the car for Mila and she climbs in 
and closes the door.

He speaks to her through the closed window.

ASTOR
I’ve got another surprise too!

INT. THAI TOWN DIVE BAR - NIGHT14 14

Astor stands on a stage, his back to the audience.

A backing track plays through the speakers, a Thai pianist 
joins in, and then Astor turns to the CROWD and begins.  

ASTOR
(singing)

If you knew me like I know you,
you wouldn't have  been so much at 
ease.  I've always been here beside 
you, I’ve barely been able to 
breath.

(beat)
It was getting hard for me to see 
you, I tried so much never to 
freeze.  You never knew and how 
could you, every thing you did felt 
like a tease.

(beat)
Couldn't believe it when I had you, 
it happened fast despite the years.
I never thought you would break 
through, I spent all morning 
holding back tears.
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(beat)
Of joy of course this bond is new, 
it'll go on till we're deceased.  
Then our children will remind you, 
why this love will never cease.

His eyes remain locked on Mila.

She sits at the bar, trying to hide behind a glass of 
whiskey.  She downs it as he sings and demands another.

The song ends and the crowd erupts.

Astor steps off the stage, oblivious to the microphone in his 
hand and its cord which knocks over some lights behind him.

EXT. MILA’S APARTMENT - NIGHT15 15

Astor guides Mila to the door.  She’s teenage drunk.

She slides her hand down Astor’s pants.

MILA
(singing the Foo Fighters)

Is someone getting the best, the 
best, the best, the best of you?

Astor grabs the keys from her handbag, opens the door, and 
pulls her inside knocking over the pile of tulips as he goes.

INT. MILA’S BEDROOM - NIGHT16 16

The cluttered room has clothing all over the place.  A red 
lava lamp glows in the corner.

Mila pushes Astor onto the bed, and climbs on top.

He flips Mila over, knocking her head in the process.  

ASTOR
Oh, I’m sorry.

He leans forward and cradles her head in his arms.

ASTOR
Aargh!

Mila has pushed up his shirt, and is biting his nipple.

He pushes her off, jumps up, and catches his breath.

He inspects his chest.  There’s a circular mark on his pec.
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MILA
Did I do that?!

ASTOR
Yeah.  But when we were twelve.

MILA
The cigarette burn.  Crazy!

She traces her hand around the scar.

ASTOR
Your dad almost caught you smoking.  
You panicked and put it out on my 
chest.

Mila bites her lip.

ASTOR
It was nothing compared to when he 
did actually catch you though.

MILA
What a bastard.  I still can’t cook 
with a wooden spoon.

ASTOR
I stopped licking them, but only 
for a few weeks.  Mom’s cookie 
dough is just too tasty.

Mila moves in, kisses Astor’s scar.

Astor looks about the messy room.

ASTOR
Do you mind if I turn the lights 
off?

MILA
Sure, I’m starting to feel a bit 
sober anyway.

Astor switches off the lights and it’s pitch black.

MILA (O.S.)
What are...?

ASTOR (O.S.)
Shh.

MILA (O.S.)
Oh, ah, um, oh my.  Astor!
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EXT. BUILDING ROOFTOP - NIGHT18 18

Cali and Astor emerge from the darkness, reach the edge of 
the roof, and peer out across Venice.

CALI
I’m surprised you didn’t get lost 
in the dark.

ASTOR
I think I might be a natural in the 
bedroom.

CALI
Let’s wait and see when you’ve 
slept with more than one girl.  She 
might have been faking.

ASTOR
Do you fake?

CALI
No.  If a guy’s inadequate it helps 
him to know.  When I give a 
compliment I mean it.  It comes 
from the heart.

ASTOR
Or the clitoris.

CALI
It’s not clitoral stimulation that 
does it for me.  It’s inside.

ASTOR
Me too, it’s all about the heart.

CALI
I’m talking about the G-spot.

ASTOR
G-spot, I’ll keep it in mind.  
Don’t worry, I won’t write it down.

CALI
That one, you can tattoo on your 
hand.

INSERT - COMPUTER SCREEN

Text being typed:

‘A fast persistent rhythm of at least 30 seconds duration...
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...is known as sustained ventricular tachycardia.’

INT. UNIVERSITY LIBRARY - DAY19 19

Astor taps on his laptop, a fat medical textbook beside him.  

He spies Mila in the screen’s reflection.

ASTOR
The main symptoms of VT are 
palpitation, lightheadedness and...

MILA
I think I’ve got VT.  Can’t you 
just do my exam for me?  Pleeease?  
I’ll do anything.

ASTOR
Anything?

Astor’s eyes light up, as they’re interrupted by JENNY.  An 
innocent 27-year-old med student in a yellow summer dress.

She’s followed by Jake who wears sweats.

JENNY
So this is the man you’ve been 
hiding?

ASTOR
Hi, I’m Astor, and yes I’m the 
boyfriend.

JENNY
I’m Jenny.

Astor gives her a little wave.

JAKE
Astor, you wanna come pump some 
iron?  Boost your testosterone?

ASTOR
I don’t have my sweats. Next time?

Jake flexes his biceps.

JENNY
(to Astor, ignoring Jake)

Did, um, Mila tell you about my 
birthday party Saturday?
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EXT. ALLEYWAY - NIGHT20 20

Cali and Astor walk down the dark alleyway.

CALI
You were lucky to get out of that 
one.

ASTOR
I got her an eighty-nine.

CALI
You did her exam?!

ASTOR
Would have got in the nineties, if 
I just knew my aortic stenosis.

CALI
Any of that help with your zoology 
degree?

ASTOR
My average dropped 10% with all the 
extra curricular study.  I should 
have played hard to get.

CALI
You play too hard to get, girls 
won’t think you’re interested.

ASTOR
Mom always says I should trust my 
gut.

CALI
But if your gut misleads you, 
perhaps you need to mistrust your 
gut.  You can still let it guide 
you, just let it be more of a what 
not to do indicator.

ASTOR
So my intuition is actually counter-
intuitive?!  Wish I’d realized that 
weeks ago!

INT. JENNY’S APARTMENT - NIGHT21 21

A small house party with a dozen guests.

Astor dances on his knees.  He jumps up, spins around, and 
lifts his shirt in a mock striptease to Mila.
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JENNY
Astor!  Astor!

(to Mila)
I love this man.  He’s so funny.  
Where did you find him?

MILA
We were like best friends until we 
were thirteen.

JENNY
I wish some boy appeared from my 
past with a crush on me.

MILA
We never really lost touch.  Our 
moms are best friends.

JAKE (O.S.)
When do I get to meet your mother?

JAKE, a muscly 28-year-old med student, joins them.  He wears 
a too tight tee and loose pants.

JENNY
You’re not the take home to mother 
type.   

JAKE
(to Mila)

Is she a MILF?  I bet your mom’s a 
MILF.

MILA
Yeah, my mom’s a cougar.  And I’m a 
bastard, born of a teenage mother.

(beat)
My mother’s sixty-seven.

INT. JENNY’S APARTMENT - NIGHT22 22

Astor, Mila, Jenny, Jake, and a COUPLE circle the table.  

They clap and laugh, as Jake brings a candle flame to his 
locks.  The hair ignites, but soon goes out.

Mila laughs and Jake pokes his tongue out in response.

JAKE
Astor, truth or dare?

Astor, in the midst of eating some paprika crisps, swallows, 
then speaks.
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ASTOR
Truth.

JAKE
What’s Mila like in bed?

MILA
Jake!

JENNY
You don’t have to answer that.

ASTOR
(beat)

A taste of warm honey; a touch to 
lift the hairs on your neck; a 
tongue alive with fire and talent; 
and a heart that burns with an 
enveloping heat.

JENNY
Wow!  That’s beautiful.

ASTOR
Well, we’re in love.  Paging 
Doctor, I-am-in-LOVE!

MILA
He’s in the honeymoon period, let’s 
not get carried away.

ASTOR
Honeymoon first, marriage later!

JENNY
Look at you.  Heart on your sleeve.  
Unstoppable!

ASTOR
If you feel it, say it!

JAKE
She is special.  What else do you 
love about her?

ASTOR
I love how beautiful she looks on 
my bed!  The noises she makes 
when...

MILA
Astor!
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ASTOR
The noises she makes when she 
sleeps.  She’s the one.  I’ve never 
wanted anyone else.

JENNY
Aww.

MILA
It’s your turn, Astor.  The others 
have stories too.  

JENNY
Who do you choose?

ASTOR
I choose...

(beat)
Mila.  Truth or dare?

MILA
Anything but truth.

EXT. VENICE ROAD - NIGHT23 23

Cali and Astor walk and talk.

CALI
And that’s how she got frostbite?

ASTOR
I thought it was a myth.  I thought 
I was letting her off the hook.  
Who knew that licking a freezer 
could be so dangerous?  She 
couldn’t even kiss after that.

CALI
Is she a good kisser?

Astor nods dreamily.

ASTOR
She’s got a fiery tongue, but when 
I said that, I was actually talking 
about her propensity to anger.

INT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - DAY24 24

Astor plops a ruby red pig’s heart on a chopping board.
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MILA
People eat these?

ASTOR
It’s high in iron, good with a bit 
of sautéed onion apparently.  I 
could try cooking one up later if 
you like.  I’ve got a cabernet that 
will pair with it nicely.

MILA
Yuck!  You can eat by yourself.  I 
am not munching on heart.

Astor reads some dissection instructions.  Hands Mila a 
scalpel.

ASTOR
You’ve got to cut through the side 
of the pulmonary artery.

Disgusted, Mila slides the scalpel back in front of Astor.

MILA
Can’t you do it?

Astor takes the scalpel and slices through the heart.

Red blood spurts out onto the table.

MILA
I think you were supposed to get a 
preserved heart.

ASTOR
Jenny said they had to be ordered 
in advance.  I was lucky the 
butcher was prepared to do me a 
special order.

MILA
Oh, Jenny.  Really?

Astor has his fingers in the heart.

ASTOR
You’ve got to feel this bit here.

MILA
I don’t want to touch it.
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ASTOR
You need to feel the thickness of 
the ventricle and the smoothness of 
the lining.

Mila holds her hands back, unwilling.  Astor tries to pull 
her hands to the heart, but Mila resists, disgusted.

ASTOR
You know this is worth ten percent 
of your grade?

MILA
Yeah...

She grabs some surgical scissors.

MILA
...my grade!

She stabs the scissors through the heart.

MILA
I don’t want this anymore.

She flips the chopping board off the table and the heart 
splats on the floor.

EXT. MILA’S APARTMENT - NIGHT25 25

Astor walks towards Mila’s front door with a massive bouquet 
of red tulips. He sees Jenny and Mila exit as he approaches.

MILA
I feel like I’m back in junior 
high, dating a fifteen-year-old 
swimming pool lifeguard again.  I’m 
lucky he hasn’t given me a hickey.

Astor hides behind a wall and eavesdrops, as the girls chat.

JENNY
I think he’s cute.

MILA
I can’t be with someone who’s still 
learning how to undo a bra.  
Someone who confuses the honeymoon 
period with love.  I want someone 
who understands women.  

JENNY
You could teach him.
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MILA
Be his tricycle until he learns how 
to ride a bicycle?  No thanks.

JENNY
He’ll settle into the relationship.

MILA
He keeps giving me more and more 
flowers.  Always tulips.  They’re 
not even fragrant.

Astor sniffs the tulips.

MILA
He’ll probably give me a bunch to 
apologize.  Is there anything worse 
than apology flowers?

Astor shoves the tulips under some bushes.

JENNY
No, that’s definitely the worst 
possible thing I can imagine.

MILA
I’m serious.  I’m done dating boys.  
I want someone who has a choice of 
woman, but picks me.

Mila steps inside.

JENNY
I think you’ve found someone 
unique.

MILA
Yeah, uniquely inexperienced.

Jenny waves goodbye, and Mila heads back inside.  

As Jenny walks out, Astor jumps over a fence and disappears.

Jenny senses someone’s presence, but she’s not sure.  

She steps closer, and looks into the bushes.

She rustles amongst them, and finally pulls out the bouquet.

She brings it into the light, takes a sniff, and walks on.
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EXT. ALLEYWAY - NIGHT26 26

Cali and Astor walk towards a bar.

ASTOR
Have you ever been in love?

CALI
I’m not the kind of girl that falls 
in love.

ASTOR
(realizing)

You’ve had your heart broken too.

Cali doesn’t respond.

ASTOR
He must have been a special guy.

CALI
(beat)

Nice try.

They share an awkward silence.

CALI
You might not be able to win Mila 
back.

ASTOR
It’s worth a shot.

CALI
You’re gonna take some hits.

ASTOR
Hit me, bitch.

CALI
I won’t be the one hitting you, and  
you won’t be calling me bitch.

ASTOR
Biatch.

He chops the air with his hand like a gangsta as he speaks.

Cali slaps him.

ASTOR
Oww!
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CALI
You’ve got to be strong, okay.  
Water off a duck’s back.  That’s 
gonna be your motto.

ASTOR
(nodding)

Water-off-a-duck’s-back.

EXT. HIP BAR - NIGHT27 27

Whack!  Astor takes a vicious slap to the face.

A few PATRONS wince, as the hot PERPETRATOR disappears and 
Cali arrives.

ASTOR
Please don’t make me try that line 
again.

CALI
You know that line’s worked on me.  
I went home with the guy.

ASTOR
A handsome guy I’m sure.

CALI
That’s not the point.  It was his 
delivery.

ASTOR
How did I become your guinea pig?

CALI
I bought you in a pet shop.   I 
chose you for your soft coat.

She pats his hair.  He takes it like a pet, pushing his head 
in for more.

CALI
Now get guinea pigging.

Astor indicates a long-haired BLONDE, but he turns and it’s 
clear he’s a surfer dude.

CALI
You can try him if you like.

ASTOR
I’d rather keep my front teeth.
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CALI
That girl there, she’s perfect.

Cali indicates a chic GEEK.  She wears a tailored jacket and 
black rimmed glasses.

ASTOR
(sotto)

Water-off-a-duck’s-back.

He approaches the Geek.

ASTOR
Hi.  I saw you outside before, I 
think you dropped this.

He slips a blue packaged condom into her hand.  She drops it.

GEEK
That’s not mine.

ASTOR
Oh, Jesus.  That’s embarrassing.

GEEK
Did you say Jesus?  I’m Roman 
Church of Christ.  I don’t believe 
in taking the Lord’s name in vain, 
and I certainly don’t believe in 
sex before marriage.

She pops up her left ring-finger which bears a ring with the 
word ‘purity’ marked on it.

ASTOR
It’s good to keep safe though, stop 
the spread of STDs?

GEEK
Roman Church.

(beat)
I’m Catholic.

ASTOR
Right, I might go...  Go confess my 
sins.

GEEK
And what are your sins?

ASTOR
Monogamy, mahogany.  General misuse 
of wood.
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GEEK
Perhaps keep that to yourself.

He looks at his crotch, as the Geek leaves, and Cali arrives.

ASTOR
How did that line ever work on you?

CALI
It was my condom that I dropped.  
And I was dropping it deliberately.   
It was a guy I wanted.

ASTOR
I told you it would never work.

CALI
Okay, fine.  But you’re improvising 
now, and you’ve been knocked back 
three times tonight without even 
realizing.

ASTOR
Didn’t we do that lesson already?

CALI
Yeah, but this is the most 
important lesson.  You can’t be 
phased by rejection. 

ASTOR
Okay, okay.  I got it.

CALI
You can’t be phased by anything.  
You know the number one reason a 
girl will knock a guy back?

ASTOR
The wrong line?

Cali shakes her head.

CALI
Nerves.

ASTOR
I’m trying to hide my nerves!

CALI
Her nerves.  A rejection’s often 
not really a rejection.  It’s just 
a girl being shy.  A girl gets 
awkward, you’ve got to ride it out.
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ASTOR
Sail the storm to calmer waters.

CALI
Exactly.  Keep the conversation 
going until it actually becomes a 
conversation and not just a pick-up 
line.  

ASTOR
So, I should have just kept talking 
to Mother Mary then?

CALI
She had a chastity ring.  I think 
you gave her enough time.  She’ll 
spread her legs eventually, but not 
for a few months.

ASTOR
Charming.

CALI
You will be.

ASTOR
Okay, gimme a real technique.

INT. HIP BAR - P.O.V. MONTAGE - NIGHT28 28

- Astor looks at his reflection in the bar mirror.  He turns 
and sees two GIRLS hold up colorful cocktails and wave thanks 
from across the room.  Astor waves back, but is blocked as 
two massive GUYS step in to join the girls.

- Astor pushes through the crowd with three beers between his 
two hands.  He breaks through and places them on a table, 
only to discover two tongue kissing LESBIANS.

- Astor places a bucket with Champagne before a bunch of 
GIRLS.  They pour it out in one round, and Astor hands his 
credit card to a hostess for another.  He turns back to the 
girls, and they’re chatting amongst themselves.  Astor hails 
the hostess, but she’s gone.

- Astor pushes through the crowd and exits.

EXT. HIP BAR - NIGHT29 29

Cali chats with a smoking Frenchman, FRANCK.  He wears a 
black shirt tucked into black jeans.
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Astor joins them.  

He stands on the step below, feeling a bit left out.

FRANCK
Mais oui, c’est formidable.  Tu 
dois aller.  C’est top!

CALI
J’ai beaucoup d’envie. Peut-être 
l’année prochaine?

ASTOR
Pardon my French.  But offering to 
buy girls drinks.  It’s fucked.

CALI
Okay.

ASTOR
Please tell me you’re Mr. Miyagi 
and all this painting fences and 
washing cars for free hasn’t been 
for nothing?

CALI
I can’t teach you how to be a 
player in one night.

FRANCK
I can show you?

ASTOR
Sure.

FRANCK
You must take the girl, like this.

Franck grabs Cali’s biceps.

FRANCK
And you.  You, pull her.  

(looking into Cali’s eyes)
Like this.

Cali nods.  He pulls her to him.  French kisses her.

FRANCK
And there you have it.

ASTOR
It’s good, simple.

Astor grabs Cali’s biceps.  Gives it a shot.
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FRANCK
Non.  Non.  She’s with me.

Cali smiles.

ASTOR
Grab and pull.  Shall we call it 
the ‘modified caveman’?

Franck shakes his fist in affirmation.  

Astor raises a mock triumphant fist and heads off.

ASTOR
Top!

Franck yells out to him.

FRANCK
Astor.  You like disco?

INT. HIP BAR - DANCE FLOOR - NIGHT30 30

Cali, Astor, and Franck dance to an upbeat tune.

Astor’s overly energetic and all over the place.

Cali loves his enthusiasm however, and together they all get 
down and go for it.

Later, Astor stops and his mood dampens as he spies Cali and 
Franck kissing.

They continue, as Astor sneaks from the bar.

INT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - NIGHT31 31

Astor enters and looks at his clean empty bed.

He tosses his credit card receipt aside, grabs his pillow, 
and tosses it on the floor.

He switches out his light and lies on the floor ready to 
sleep in his clothes.

He pulls his cellphone out, and it lights up his face.  He 
takes a look, but there are no messages.

He puts it down beside him and the light reveals Mila’s polka-
dot knickers, hidden under the bed.
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He scrunches them up, holds them to his heart, and drifts off 
to sleep.

INT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - DAY32 32

Astor sleeps.  A banging can be heard outside.

Finally, Astor wakes.

He straightens his clothes, fixes his hair, and warms up his 
smile in the mirror behind his bed.

He opens his front door and discovers Cali.  Disappointed, he 
just stands there blankly.

CALI
Good morning to you too, sunshine.

ASTOR
You didn’t go home with Franck?

CALI
I don’t kiss and tell...  But since 
it’s on topic.  Yes, I did.

Astor leads her to the kitchenette and starts making coffee.

ASTOR
Anything else I can learn from 
Franck?

CALI
(beat)

Indifference.

ASTOR
You mean, not giving a shit?  Lucky 
Franck, I’m pretty sure that’s in 
his blood.  But you know, I kind of 
feel like I’m in the frame of mind 
where it might be easy for me too.

CALI
Cool people are often indifferent.  
Unaffected.  There’s a commotion, 
and the cool cats don’t look up.  
They’ve seen it all, and besides 
their life’s too important and too 
interesting to bother.  Same with 
new experiences, they’ve been-there-
done-that. 
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ASTOR
Is it okay if I pretend I’ve been-
there-done-that?

CALI
No, and that’s my point.  No one’s 
really been-there-done-that to a 
great extent.  That’s a fantasy.  

ASTOR
Not my fantasy.

CALI
Yeah, well Mila’s not in your bed 
today, so back to class.

(beat)
What I’m saying is, don’t be too 
cool for school.  Be passionate, 
that’s the new cool.

ASTOR
But Franck’s indifferent? 

CALI
No, he’s passionate.

ASTOR
About you?

CALI
Yeah.  He is.

(beat)
But the question is, what are you 
passionate about?

EXT. MULTI-STORY BUILDING - DOWNTOWN - DAY33 33

Cali and Astor wait by the entrance.  She wears a blue wig.

The DOORMAN exits and lights up a cigarette.

As soon as his back is turned, Astor drags Cali inside.

INT. MULTI-STORY BUILDING - STAIRS - DAY

Astor climbs the stairs.  Cali trails behind.

CALI
Didn’t wanna take the lift?

Astor grabs her hand, and pulls her on.
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CALI
Are we allowed in here?

They hear a door open below.

ASTOR
Shh.

Astor brings his finger to his lips. 

Cali shakes her head unimpressed, and they sneak on up.

EXT. MULTI-STORY BUILDING - ROOFTOP - DAY

Cali and Astor lower themselves from a window onto the roof.

They walk across the roof to the far edge, and look out at 
the cityscape which includes an apartment building opposite.

CALI
It’s a view.

ASTOR
We’re not just here for the view.

Astor pulls some binos from his backpack, hands them to Cali.

CALI
I stopped perving on my neighbors 
when I was twelve.

Astor grabs Cali’s hand, spins her around and leads her 
across the roof, stepping on an old crate as he goes.

A large flock of swifts circle a chimney.

Cali watches them intently.  Astor stands behind her.

CALI
They better not be bats.

ASTOR
They’re birds.  I’m a birder.

Cali nods, but doesn’t drop her gaze.

ASTOR
It’s a stopover on their migration 
south.  They winter in Mexico.

CALI
How luxurious.
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She brings the binos up for a closer look.

EXT. MULTI-STORY BUILDING - MONTAGE - DUSK

- They stand by a wall and laugh and play, pointing to the 
swifts above and spinning around as they take it in.

- They look up into the sky.  It’s filled with swifts.

- Cali wipes some bird poop from her jacket.  She tries to 
smear it on Astor, but he jumps from the platform. Cali 
climbs down after him, but he runs up the stairs and along 
the gangway.  Cali gives chase.  He tries to hold her back, 
but she comes in and smears it on his cheek.

- A raven chases the swifts across the sky.

- Cali squeezes Astor, horrified as a raven attacks a swift.

- The birds form a spiral and start to enter the chimney.

- Astor watches the birds through his binoculars.  Cali yanks 
the binos from him and almost strangles him with the strap.

EXT. MULTI-STORY BUILDING - ROOFTOP - NIGHT

Astor and Cali sit side-by-side on the old crate, the night 
lights brilliant behind them.

They watch as the last of the swifts enter the chimney.

CALI
They’re beautiful.

ASTOR
You’re beautiful.

They stare into each other’s eyes, as night begins to fall.

CALI
You know, as clichéd as a response 
like that is, that could actually 
get you somewhere.  

(beat)
Well, with a single girl.

ASTOR
And birding, is that going to get 
me in with the ladies?

CALI
Why not?  I think it’s awesome.
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ASTOR
You’re awesome.

Astor looks to Cali’s eyes, but she just looks forward.

CALI
The shotgun approach, eh.  Hit on 
every girl you come across.  It’s a 
good strategy.

ASTOR
Yeah.  I’ll just hit on anything 
with two legs, so long as it 
doesn’t have a penis.  But what 
about one-legged ladies, why should 
I rule them out?  Less chance of 
treading on their toes if we go 
dancing.  Pretty unlikely they’d 
kick me when I’m down.  How do you 
kick with one leg?  I’ll go for 
anything with at least one leg, 
that doesn’t have a penis.

CALI
You don’t need to be so hard on 
yourself.  It takes time.  Maybe 
you need a break.

ASTOR
No...  I’m ready to get back on the 
horse.

CALI
A one-legged horse?

Astor smiles.

INT. RESTAURANT - DAY36 36

KIRSTEN, graceful in her cashmere twin-set, sits with her 
GIRLFRIEND at a table in the courtyard garden.  

Franck hands Kirsten a cellphone.

KIRSTEN
That’s not ours.

FRANCK
I found it here.  It was before.

KIRSTEN
Could you hand it to the waitstaff?
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FRANCK
It’s not for me.

Franck holds up his hands, walks off.  The phone rings.

KIRSTEN
Hello?  

(she listens nodding)
My name?

INT. RESTAURANT - DAY37 37

Astor approaches Kirsten, who now sits alone.

ASTOR
Kirsten?

KIRSTEN
Yes, hello.

She hands over the cell.  Astor sits in front of her.

ASTOR
Thank you.

KIRSTEN
Did you leave it here earlier?

ASTOR
Yeah, I was sitting here about an 
hour ago.

KIRSTEN
I’ve been here almost three hours.

ASTOR
How weird.

KIRSTEN
Is that Frenchman over there one of 
your friends?

She points out Franck, who’s drinking with Cali at the bar.

ASTOR
Never met him.

Franck sees they’re looking and gives a cheesy wave.

KIRSTEN
What’s he smiling about?

Astor shrugs his shoulders.
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KIRSTEN
Is this some sort of elaborate ruse 
to meet women?

ASTOR
(smiling)

You think it’s elaborate?

KIRSTEN
My girlfriend left twenty minutes 
ago.  I’ve been waiting alone.  I 
thought I was doing a good deed, 
but it seems this is just a 
pathetic pick up strategy.

She stands up.

ASTOR
I’m no good at meeting girls.  
Women.  Does that mean I’m not 
worth knowing?

KIRSTEN
No.  I can tell you’re not worth 
knowing by your dishonest theft of 
my time.

INT. RESTAURANT - NIGHT38 38

Astor, Cali and Franck enjoy a drink.

CALI
Brought down by a woman’s 
intuition.

ASTOR
And a Frenchman’s wave.

FRANCK
We are friends.

ASTOR
Is there a correlation between a 
guy’s ability to pick-up and his 
quality as a partner?

FRANCK
You do love with only one woman, 
how do you learn?

CALI
Guys who can’t pick-up are more 
loyal.  
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A guy with no confidence will stay 
with anyone and endure anything.  
If you don’t learn how to meet 
women, you’ll never have the power 
of choice.

ASTOR
(to Franck)

I love a choice cut of meat.

FRANCK
Un filet mignon.  Magnifique.

Astor suddenly steps forward between Cali and Franck.

Cali looks at him weirdly.  Franck puts his arm around him.

FRANCK
You need some love?

ASTOR
Mila’s friend is over there.

CALI
Talk to him.

Astor looks over and realizes Jake has seen him.

ASTOR
Great.

Astor reluctantly joins Jake across the room.  He holds a 
beer and a glass of red.

ASTOR
Hey.  Who are you here with?

JAKE
My girlfriend’s in the restroom.

ASTOR
I didn’t know you had a girlfriend.

JAKE
New girlfriend.

A sinking feeling washes over Astor.

MILA (O.S.)
Astor?

He turns to see Mila has arrived from the restroom.
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ASTOR
You didn’t wait long.

JAKE
Easy there, Astor.

ASTOR
Easy?  She’s easy.  I suppose you 
two just got it on in the toilet.  
Did she tell you that was her 
favorite?  

Jake’s blood boils.  He puts down his drinks.

JAKE
You wanna step outside?

ASTOR
Sure.  Just let me dust off my 
knuckle dusters, I’ll be right out.

JAKE
You’re a butthead.

ASTOR
You’re a headbuttee.

JAKE
What does that even mean?

Whack!  Astor headbutts Jake.

Jake shakes it off.  

Astor is drunk with pain, practically unable to stand.

Jake goes to punch him, but Mila holds him back.

Astor stumbles to the floor.

Mila kneels down, and cradles him in her arms.

Looks into his pained eyes.

MILA
Why are you so silly, Astor?

Jake’s still fuming.  

He tries to pull Mila back, but she remains concerned.

Cali and Franck join them.
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CALI
What happened?

MILA
What?  What are you doing here?

CALI
We’re here with Astor.

Mila lets go of Astor, and Cali takes over.

MILA
You can ask him what happened.

Jake tries to pull Mila away.  She follows, but smacks away 
his hand.

Cali cradles Astor in her arms.

He finds comfort in Cali’s arms, but then:

ASTOR
Aargh!

Franck is standing on Astor’s hand.  He steps off.

FRANCK
Pardon.

EXT. CANYON RUNNING TRAIL - DAY39 39

Cali stands at the top of a hill waiting for Astor.  She 
wears trainers and navy striped pyjamas under a puffy jacket.

She pours some liquor from a silver hip flask into her 
steaming takeout coffee.

A couple of JOGGERS run past, and then finally Cali sees 
Astor awkwardly running up the incline before her.

He wears a gray tracksuit, a towel around his neck, and his 
fists are wrapped in white.

He reaches the top and jumps around, boxing the air.  He 
thrusts up his arms and enjoys the view, his back to Cali.

CALI
What are you wearing on your hands?

Astor holds up his hands, on which he’s wearing white socks.

ASTOR
It gets cold in Philadelphia.
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CALI
Didn’t want to go with boxing hand 
wraps?

ASTOR
(still skipping)

I feel triumphant, Cali.  You can 
try and bring me down.  It ain’t 
gonna work.

He has a small bandage on the edge of his eye socket.

CALI
Power to you.  But why did you 
insist I come to the park at such a 
ridiculous hour?

ASTOR
Girls, girls, girls.  They grow on 
trees out here.

CALI
You wanna hit on girls while 
they’re exercising in their lycras?

ASTOR
Yeah, feed me a line.

CALI
I don’t know how happy these girls 
are going to be if you interrupt 
their workout.

ASTOR
Well, I’ve thought of a line.

CALI
Go on.

ASTOR
I’ll tell them I’m lost.  Ask for 
directions.

CALI
Go for it.

Cali waves Astor on, and he runs off down the trail.

EXT. CANYON RUNNING TRAIL - DAY40 40

Cali sits on a bench.  She drinks straight from her hip 
flask, her coffee now empty.
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Astor sits down beside her, exhausted and filthy sweaty.

His eye socket bandage hangs down, loosened by the sweat.

ASTOR
(short of breath)

I can tell you fifty-percent of 
girls, and I’m talking from a large 
sample size, they do not know how 
to give directions.

Cali turns to Astor, slaps him in the face.

CALI
(slurring)

You’re a liar.  A charming liar.  
Just like everybody else.

ASTOR
I’ll take charming.

CALI
Why’s everyone lie to me?

ASTOR
I suppose they just want to get in 
your pants.

CALI
They can have my pants.

Cali drops her pyjama pants around her ankles, tries to kick 
them off.  Astor wrestles her to put them back on.

CALI
I don’t want to wear the pants.

ASTOR
You can take your pants off, just 
let me take you home first.

CALI
Everybody just wants to take me 
home.

She kicks off her trainers.

ASTOR
That’s not what I meant.  Keep your 
pants on.

Cali removes her pyjama pants and staggers off.

Astor follows grabbing her trainers and pants.
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He catches up, and picks her up like a fireman.

He carries her on his shoulder, past watching RUNNERS.

CALI
Put me down.

She bites his back, and he drops her on her ass.

CALI
Aargh...

She lies down in the dirt and closes her eyes.

Astor pulls up his top and tries to see the bite mark, but 
ends up like a dog chasing his tail, as it’s too far around.

He looks down at Cali, she’s not moving.

He brushes the hair from her face, and realizes she’s asleep.

A seven-year-old BOY giggles with his FATHER, as they watch 
Astor struggle to put Cali’s pants back on.  

Finally, Astor puts Cali on her back, holds her legs straight 
up, and slips them on.

He pushes on her trainers, picks her up in his arms, and 
carries her up the trail.

Astor is entranced by her beauty as he watches her sleep.

Whack!  Astor knocks Cali’s head into a post.

He just manages not to drop her.

He looks around embarrassed, but no one has seen.

INT. CALI’S BEDROOM - NIGHT41 41

Cali wakes in complete darkness.

CALI (O.S.)
C’est toi, Franck?

Astor enters, and light streams in from the adjoining room.

The comfortable oasis is cluttered with plush pillows, ornate 
lamps and candles.

ASTOR
It’s Astor.
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He hands her a glass of water, as she sits up in bed.  She 
rubs her forehead where Astor knocked her into the post.

CALI
My head really hurts.

ASTOR
Well, you had a lot to drink.

CALI
I was embarrassing, wasn’t I?

ASTOR
No different than any other child 
who doesn’t want to wear their 
pants.

Cali smiles.

CALI
You keen to head out tonight?

ASTOR
You sure you’re up to it?

CALI
You’ve never heard of hair of the 
dog?

ASTOR
Yeah, but didn’t something happen 
with Franck?

CALI
He’s going back to Paris.  He told 
me last night.

ASTOR
When?

CALI
He should be in the air about now.  

ASTOR
He’s a dog.  He doesn’t deserve 
you.  Let’s just stay in.  

CALI
Hair of the dog applies to 
relationships too.

ASTOR
More like hair of the one-legged 
dog?
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CALI
I don’t get it?

ASTOR
A one-legged dog.

Astor hops on one leg.

CALI
(laughing)

I get the concept, but what’s the 
joke?

ASTOR
I guess it’s just silly.  I was 
trying to cheer you up.

EXT. CROWDED POOLSIDE HOTEL BAR - NIGHT42 42

Cali’s a knockout in a sleek navy dress adorned with 
sparkling beads.

She has a shot of tequila, takes a sip of her margarita.

A DOPE stands before her by the brilliant turquoise pool.  
She raises her glass.

CALI
Cheers.

(the Dope smiles)
Now run along.  I said you could 
buy me a drink, I didn’t say I’d 
chat to you.

The Dope hangs his head and walks on.

Astor joins her from amongst the CROWD.

Cali looks back at a SEAMSTRESS in a flowing floral dress.

ASTOR
Strike one.

(beat)
She loved it when I complimented 
her dress.  In fact, she made her 
dress.  She told me that, when I 
tried to tell her that my mom had 
the same one.  Not surprisingly, 
she could tell I was pulling a 
line.

CALI
And your recovery?
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ASTOR
I kind of froze after that.

CALI
Next time, see if you can push past 
the awkwardness.

Astor peers into the pool.

ASTOR
Apparently people have sex in this 
pool.  It’s rancid.  You put your 
head under the water, you could get 
pregnant.

CALI
Yeah, they have pool parties all 
the time. 

(beat)
Okay, who’s next?

They scan the bar for a suitable target.

ASTOR
There’s one.

Astor dashes off to a five-foot BRUNETTE in 6-inch stilettos.

He taps her shoulder.

ASTOR
Can I just say, those heels are 
fantastic.

BRUNETTE
They’re Jimmy Choos.

ASTOR
Of course they are.  I bet you’ve 
got a huge collection.

BRUNETTE
I bet you’ve got a ‘huge 
collection’.

ASTOR
I don’t wear high heels.

BRUNETTE
I’m not talking about high heels.

ASTOR
Oh.  Yeah, I’ve got fifty pairs.  
But I’m sure you’ve got even more.
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BRUNETTE
What are you getting at?

ASTOR
(smiling)

High heels.  I bet you’ve got a 
lot...  For your feet... Because 
you’re short.

BRUNETTE
You’re an asshole.

ASTOR
I’m not, actually.

She stomps on his feet, and he limps back to Cali.

CALI
You’ll get there.  Apparently, the 
trick is to mix a compliment with 
an insult, so they get confused, 
and then they’ll become determined 
to get your approval.  

ASTOR
Apparently?!

CALI
I’ve only been explained the 
technique.  Obviously, I’ve never 
used it myself.

ASTOR
Now I’m getting scared.

CALI
Just steer clear of anything 
personal.  Third times a charm.

Cali points out a striking REDHEAD standing with two UGLIES.

ASTOR
(sotto)

Who be da playa?  Who be da playa?

Astor approaches the Redhead and whispers in her ear.

ASTOR
What’s a nice girl like you doing 
with this mismatched crowd?

REDHEAD
You mean my friends?
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ASTOR
You stick out like a rose amongst 
thorns.

REDHEAD
And my friends are the thorns?

ASTOR
I’m sure they’re lovely, just not 
as special as you.

A thick British BULLDOG stands by Astor.  

Astor, intimidated, looks him up and down.

BULLDOG
He bothering you, love?

REDHEAD
He basically said your sisters are 
ugly.

BULLDOG
Did you mate, is that true?

ASTOR
No.

Astor backs off as the Brunette joins the commotion.

BRUNETTE
This guy’s been hassling girls all 
night.

ASTOR
I’m just being friendly.

BULLDOG
Bit of a player, are you?

ASTOR
Definitely, definitely not.  Ask 
anyone.

Cali comes over.

CALI
I’m sorry, is Astor drunk again?  
Let me take him home.

BULLDOG
You want to take him home?
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CALI
Yeah.

BULLDOG
Gonna shag him on your sofa?

ASTOR
That’s unnecessary.

BULLDOG
How about this?

Whack!  The Bulldog sucker punches Astor in the face and into 
the pool.

Cali tosses her Margarita into the Bulldog’s face.

Astor surfaces.  He clings to his nose as blood pours out 
into the blue water.

Cali jumps in to help, but Astor confuses her for the 
Bulldog, and almost drowns her in his desperation.

Finally, Cali stuns him with a slap and drags him from the 
pool.  He gags on swallowed pool water, as the crowd cheers.

A SECURITY GUARD arrives and escorts Astor limping from the 
bar.

EXT. HOTEL - STREET - NIGHT43 43

Cali sits before Astor.  They’re both still soaked through.  
The night lights reflect in the puddle below them.

ASTOR
I’m sure lots of amazing guys have 
been able to meet you with these 
techniques, but they’re not for me.  
I feel like a phoney.

CALI
No.  You’re definitely an original.

ASTOR
Then why am I learning lines?  No 
more lines.  No more pretending to 
be someone else.

CALI
Okay, we’ll work on improvising.  
You’re good at that.

51.



ASTOR
No.  I get flustered.  I always say 
the wrong thing.  I can’t think on 
my feet.  Hell, I can’t even stand 
on both my feet after that midget 
stomped on me.

(beat)
I’m not giving up, I’m just gonna 
go forward with honesty.  I won’t 
get caught out if I’m not faking.  
Maybe if girls get to know me 
they’ll dump me quick smart like 
Mila, but I’m too tired to be 
someone else. 

CALI
I’m sure there’s someone out there 
for you.

ASTOR
What about you?

CALI
I’m okay being single.

ASTOR
Aren’t you interested in me?

CALI
We’re not really a good match.

ASTOR
Opposites attract.

CALI
Trouble.  Not love.

ASTOR
We’ve been having fun haven’t we?

CALI
Yes, but.  You’re still heartbroken 
about Mila.  It’s tattooed on your 
face.

Astor rubs his face.

ASTOR
I like you.

CALI
But you love Mila.

(beat)
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You want to try being yourself 
more, I say go for it.  It’ll work.

ASTOR
I hope so.

CALI
You should get out of those wet 
clothes.

ASTOR
Slip into something more 
comfortable?

CALI
Whatever you like, but you should 
go home.

Astor walks off in his wet clothes dragging his sore foot.

CALI
Astor.

He turns back.

CALI
(smiling)

Water off a one-legged duck’s back?

He shakes his head smiling, and limps on.

EXT. PUBLIC GARDEN - DAY44 44

A bright cloudless sky.  An idyllic public flower garden.  
Amongst it all, sits Astor slumped on a park bench.

CALI (O.S.)
Astor?

He nods, as Cali joins him.

CALI
I’m Cali.  Nice to meet you.

SUPER: THREE WEEKS EARLIER

ASTOR
We’ve met before.

CALI
Oh.  Right.  So, you wanted to 
speak about Mila?
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ASTOR
We broke up yesterday.

CALI
You were dating her?!

ASTOR
I want you to help me win her back. 

CALI
Mila and I are no longer friends.

ASTOR
She hasn’t changed.

CALI
You’re better off without her then.  
She’s never interested in anyone 
for the right reasons.

ASTOR
I don’t care what her reasons are.  
I need her to want me.

CALI
You might be able to get her 
through jealousy.  She always wants 
what she can’t have.  That’s how 
she ruined our friendship.

ASTOR
What if you dated me?  That would 
make her jealous.  I could pay you.  
I mean just a little bit.  

CALI
You’re asking me to be a hooker?  
Actually, a cheap hooker.  It’s 
tempting.  I’m just not sure I’d 
like the hours.

Astor sinks into the bench.

CALI
Mila likes a lady’s man.  She wants 
a confident guy who can get the 
girls.

(beat)
But that’s not you, is it?

ASTOR
I can learn.  You could teach me.
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CALI
You’re better off finding a 
wingman.

ASTOR
I’m not really a guy’s guy.

CALI
I don’t know if I’d be able to 
help.

ASTOR
Mila told me how much you two used 
to play the field.  Surely you know 
what to say?  I need some 
techniques that work.

CALI
You’d have to do as I tell you.  No 
point me helping you if you get too 
shy and refuse to go up to girls.

ASTOR
Okay.

CALI
And you won’t give up?

END FLASHBACK

EXT. PUBLIC GARDEN - DAY45 45

Astor slumps on the same park bench.  

His eyes are closed, as he rubs the scar on his eye socket.  

He opens his eyes, and sees HAZEL sitting on the grass.

She’s 23, sweet and dandy.

He stands and towers above her, a silhouette against the sun.

ASTOR
Could I sit with you?  

(beat)
You look like the kind of girl I’d 
like to know, and if you let me sit 
here for a minute I might be able 
to find out?

She doesn’t respond.

55.



ASTOR
I’m sorry, I’m not very good at 
meeting girls.

He starts to walk away.  Hazel calls out to him.  Her tiny 
voice is only barely audible.

HAZEL (O.S.)
Hello.

Astor turns.

ASTOR
Did you say something?

She’s even quieter than before.

HAZEL
Hello.

Astor struggles to hear.  He crouches down beside her.

ASTOR
Sorry?

HAZEL
Hello.

ASTOR
Hi!

Astor’s animated voice is in sharp contrast to Hazel’s 
murmuring.

HAZEL
Pleased to meet you.

ASTOR
You’ve lost your voice?

HAZEL
No... I...

Astor waits for her to continue.

HAZEL
This is my voice.

ASTOR
Oh, it’s kinda cute.

Hazel smiles, as a hawk flies past.
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ASTOR
A hawk!

Hazel nods her head, and whispers again.

HAZEL
A Red-tailed Hawk.  Buteo 
jamaicensis. 

Astor nods, impressed.

INT. CALI’S BEDROOM - NIGHT46 46

Cali stands below Astor, as he stands on a wooden chair 
installing white curtains.

CALI
She sounds perfect.

Astor reaches up, talking into the curtains.

ASTOR
I dumped her last night.

CALI
What?  Why?

ASTOR
She bored me to tears.

CALI
You actually cried didn’t you?

Astor looks down at Cali.

ASTOR
I’ve never had to dump anyone 
before.  It’s difficult.  I used 
194 characters, so it had to fit 
into two SMS messages, but I think 
when you do that people think 
you’re making an effort.

CALI
I never thought I’d say it, Astor, 
but you’re heartless.

ASTOR
That would be nice.  The heart 
doesn’t beat on blood alone.  

(beat)
I wish I could rip out my heart and 
be done with it.  
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Surely there are other blood filled 
organs strong enough to pump blood 
around the body.

Cali turns away as she becomes aware of her proximity to 
Astor’s penis.

CALI
How can you say that when you 
crushed a heart yesterday?

ASTOR
Because I cried.  I cried for her, 
and I cried for me.

CALI
Yeah, but you love it.  

ASTOR
You think I’m indulging?

CALI
You ever get bored while you’re 
sad?

ASTOR
No.

CALI
So you admit it, you find sadness 
entertaining?

ASTOR
I’m human.

CALI
All I’m saying is that emotion’s 
are addictive, good or bad.

ASTOR
Great, I’m an addict.

(beat)
Do you recommend cold turkey or 
weaning?

CALI
Perhaps desensitizing.

EXT. VALET CARPARK - NIGHT47 47

Astor bangs his head against a brick wall.
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Actually, Jake bangs Astor’s head against a wall.  He pins 
his arm up behind his back as he does it.

The headlights from Jake’s jeep cast harsh shadows against 
the wall and shroud Jake in darkness.

Mila tries to pull Jake back.

MILA
Stop it.  He didn’t mean it like 
that.

Jake stops banging, but keeps hold of Astor.

JAKE
(to Astor)

What did you mean then?

ASTOR
‘I hope he makes you happy’.  I 
meant it, as I said it.  I wasn’t 
being sarcastic.

Mila pulls Jake from Astor and he’s blinded by the 
headlights.

JAKE
It sounded sarcastic to me.

ASTOR
I would never use such a low form 
of wit.

JAKE
You’re using it right now?

(to Mila)
He’s using it right now, isn’t he?

ASTOR
I respect you too much for that.

JAKE
You sarcastic bastard!

He rises up, ready to punch Astor, but Mila stops him.

MILA
Stop playing games, Astor.

ASTOR
From the bottom of my heart I am 
sorry I headbutted you... with my 
eye socket.
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JAKE
I couldn’t hate you any more.

ASTOR
Now who’s being sarcastic?

JAKE
You...

ASTOR
You love me don’t you?

Jack raises his fist, but Mila holds him back.

Astor turns to her.  Speaks with sincerity.

ASTOR
I’m sorry I called you easy.  
You’re definitely not easy.  I was 
hurt, and it made me nasty.

Astor walks off, as Mila takes it in surrounded by the red 
glow of the jeep’s brake lights.

EXT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - NIGHT48 48

Astor watches 22-year-old TRINITY’s butt as she bends over in 
the dark fairy light lit garden.

TRINITY
(all smiles)

I dropped my keys.  I’m such a 
klutz!

Astor helps her look, using the light from his cell.

TRINITY
I just moved in.  Out the back.

ASTOR
I think I got them!

He holds up his finger with the keys hanging off it.

TRINITY
Great.

He tries to hand Trinity the keys, but the small keyring is 
caught on his finger.  They smile, as their hands and eyes 
connect, and she soon pulls them off.

TRINITY
Thank you.
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She continues on.  Astor calls out to her.

ASTOR
Perhaps I could drop by for a drink 
sometime?

TRINITY
Sure.

She gives Astor a gorgeous smile.

EXT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - DAY49 49

Astor passes Trinity as he exits his apartment.  He carries a 
red plastic bag.  She looks gorgeous in the garden sunlight.

ASTOR
I’ll try not to get my finger stuck 
in your ring this time.

Trinity looks at him in disgust.

ASTOR
(smiling)

That didn’t come out right at all.  
Sorry!

Trinity is ice cold.

ASTOR
How’s the apartment?

TRINITY
You spy on all the neighbors?

ASTOR
Only the cute ones.

TRINITY
I hope I’m not included in that.

Trinity walks on.

ASTOR
(sotto)

Not anymore.

EXT. MILA’S APARTMENT - DAY50 50

Mila wears a red print tee and a short denim skirt.  Astor 
hands her a plastic bag.  She pulls out her polka-dot 
knickers, but then slips them back in the bag.
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MILA
You didn’t have to give these back.

ASTOR
They’re not my size.

MILA
You should go.  Jake’s inside.

ASTOR
You should really talk to Cali 
again.

MILA
She’s still angry at me.  She’s not 
going to forgive me.  I don’t know 
if I could face her.

ASTOR
I can be there.

MILA
Last time I spoke to her, she said 
she couldn’t look at me without 
seeing the image of me in bed with 
William James.

(beat)
He’s the only guy she’s ever loved, 
and thanks to me she now hates him.

ASTOR
Wasn’t that years ago?

They hear a sound from inside.

MILA
(whispering)

Just go, okay.

Astor turns to leave as Jake bursts through the door wearing 
a pink singlet with muscles and veins bulging.

JAKE
What’s this?

He grabs the plastic bag.

ASTOR
Mila’s teenie weenie polka-dot 
bikini.

JAKE
You had this?
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ASTOR
Mila left them at my place.

Jake turns red with fury.

ASTOR
It was weeks ago.

JAKE
The idea that Mila dropped her 
pants in your presence makes me 
want to throw up.

ASTOR
Go right ahead.

JAKE
You little troublemaker.

He grabs Astor around the neck and holds him to the door.

Astor slaps him, trying to make him let go.

MILA
Jake!

Mila tries to pull him back.

Suddenly, Jake lets go.  His arm limp.  Astor stands back.

JAKE
Aaargh!  What did you do?

Astor puts up his hands in innocence.

Jake struggles to breath.  Stumbles.  Clenches his heart.

ASTOR
(sotto)

It’s a myocardial infarction.

MILA
A heart attack?!  He’s twenty-eight 
years old.

ASTOR
We’ve gotta get him to the 
hospital.

Jake lowers himself to the steps.

JAKE
I’m okay. 
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MILA
Do you have insurance?

JAKE
I’m okay.

ASTOR
Chest pains, dyspnea, high stress 
individual, probable steroid use. 
It’s a textbook scenario.

Jake’s still furious, despite the pain.

JAKE
Get him out of here!

ASTOR
He needs a doctor.

MILA
We’re doctors.  We can handle it.

ASTOR
You’re med students, and your 
grades aren’t that good.

MILA
Just leave.

Astor walks away.  Mila holds onto Jake.

MILA
It’s okay, baby.

Jake continues to clench his chest.

JAKE
Ah!

The pain increases.  He clenches his eyes.

His breathing quickens.

MILA
Baby, we should go to the hospital?

Jake nods.

Mila tries to lift him, but he’s too heavy.

She starts to panic.  Jake tries to get up, but fails.

MILA
I’ll call Astor.  He can’t be far.
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She checks her pockets for her phone.

MILA
Damn it.  Where’s my phone?

Suddenly, Astor drives up.

ASTOR
You ready?

Mila nods, and they help Jake to the car.

EXT. EMERGENCY ROOM - DAY51 51

Astor pulls up, and he and Mila help Jake from the car.

They walk him in, and Astor returns to the car.

Mila looks back at Astor.  Sees him in a new light.

INT. WHITE ROOM - DAY52 52

Jake is pushed down onto the white bed.

His shirt is ripped open at the chest.

The veins are close to popping on his red face.

He’s short of breath.  His teeth are clenched.

He’s holding in all his tension, then suddenly it’s released.

His face relaxes, and he catches his breath.

MILA (O.S.)
Already?  You kidding me.

SUPER: THREE WEEKS LATER

Mila climbs off Jake, post-coital and unsatisfied.  She wears 
a pink slip.

She’s covers herself with the sheets as she lies beside him.

Pill bottles litter the bedside.

MILA
(catching her breath)

You okay?
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JAKE
Blood flow’s back to normal.  I 
might be ready to go again in a 
minute.

MILA
Have you said thank you to Astor 
yet?

JAKE
I will.  I’m just not looking 
forward to it.

MILA
He probably saved your life.

JAKE
I know, I know.  He’s just gonna be 
so smug.

INT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - DAY53 53

Astor looks as smug as can be.  He and Cali drink fresh leaf 
tea in large clear glasses.

CALI
Why are you so happy with yourself?

ASTOR
Do I need a reason?

Cali shakes her head.

CALI
You could have let Mila’s boyfriend 
die, then at least she’d be 
available.

ASTOR
It was a toss up.  Impress her by 
being a hero, or let the opposition 
annihilate himself.

CALI
You probably chose well.

They hear a knock at the door.  It’s Mila.

Mila and Cali are surprised to see each other.

CALI
(realizing; to Astor)

You set us up.
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ASTOR
I want you to be friends again.

CALI
Astor.

ASTOR
Just give it a shot, okay.

CALI
Leave it alone.

MILA
Please Cali.  Can we try?

Astor looks to Cali.

CALI
(beat)

I guess.

ASTOR
So, you walked in on Mila with 
William James, is that right?

CALI
Not exactly.

ASTOR
Oh.  You didn’t see them, but you 
knew that they’d been together.

CALI
No.  I was there.

ASTOR
Were you hiding?

CALI
No.  William James and I invited 
Mila to join us.

ASTOR
In your bed?!

Cali nods.  Astor is aghast.

ASTOR
A... A... ménage à trois?

Cali nods.  Astor can’t believe it.  He looks at Mila and 
Cali.  Points between them both.  Tries to understand.

67.



CALI
I guess it wasn’t really cheating, 
but it was enough to ruin our 
relationship.  Three years with the 
one guy.  I actually thought I was 
in love.  

MILA
I’m sorry.  I wish it never 
happened.

CALI
Yeah.  Me too.

MILA
If you could forgive me...

Cali doesn’t respond.

ASTOR
So, I think it’s important that we 
work out how this happened.  How 
was W.J. able to instigate it?

CALI
He knew Mila and I were close.  
Asked me if I’d ever been with a 
woman, if I’d thought about it, 
whether Mila and I had ever kissed, 
and it grew from there.

Astor hangs on every word.

ASTOR
Right.  Yes.

CALI
I just wanted to make him happy.

ASTOR
It probably worked.

(Cali stares him down)
I’m guessing.

MILA
I thought it was something you both 
wanted.  Obviously I made a massive 
mistake.  I know it cost you a lot, 
but does it have to cost our 
friendship too?

She looks to Cali with pleading eyes.
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ASTOR
Cali?

MILA
Please.

CALI
(beat)

Yeah.  Okay.

Mila smiles.

Cali gives Mila a kiss on the forehead, and they hug.

ASTOR
So it caused a lot of trouble 
afterwards, but was it fun at the 
time?

CALI
No, Astor.

ASTOR
And how did it work?

MILA
Is it important that we cover that?

ASTOR
Um... Yeah, because... It makes a 
difference, doesn’t it?

CALI
No.

ASTOR
But really, how does it work?

(beat)
I’ve had a ménage à un, but a 
ménage à trois?  How...?

The girls just smile and shake their heads.

INT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - NIGHT54 54

A knock at the door.  Astor opens it and discovers Trinity.  
She carries a bottle of vodka.

TRINITY
I thought it was time we had that 
drink.

Astor nods and they head to the kitchenette.

69.



Astor opens the freezer to get some ice, but hides behind it, 
and quickly sends Cali a text message:

<< I’m with a VERY cute girl.  Help! >>

TRINITY
(from across the room)

Do you have any lemons?

Astor closes the freezer door.

ASTOR
Ah, no.  No.

Astor mixes a vodka, he hears his phone vibrate from inside 
the freezer.  He pulls it out and reads a text from Cali:

<< Just be yourself.  YOU ARE LOVABLE. >>

He texts back:

<< Advice pls... >>

The phone rings and Astor takes the call.

CALI (O.S.)
You don’t need my advice.

ASTOR
Yes, I’d like to order half a 
dozen.

CALI (O.S.)
Astor. If she’s there with you, it 
means she likes you.

ASTOR
How do I go about getting more of 
the rump steaks?

CALI (O.S.)
Put some music on.  Get her 
dancing. If she doesn’t like your 
dancing, she’s not the girl for 
you.  Your enthusiasm when you 
dance, it’s kinda beautiful.

ASTOR
Okay, I’ll try those.

He hangs up the phone, as Trinity takes a sip of her drink.
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ASTOR
It was my mail order meat lady.  I 
like regular meat.

TRINITY
Protein’s good.

ASTOR
Let me... Let me put some music on.

Astor puts on some music for dancing and dims the lights.

They dance a little, and get down together.

Trinity spills some vodka on the floor.

She does some sexy spins.  Astor steps in with a bold dance 
move, but slips on the liquor. 

Thump!  Astor knocks his head on the cupboard as he falls.

Trinity keeps dancing.

TRINITY
(laughing)

Come on Astor!

Astor sits there, pained.

His phone vibrates on the bench above him.  The light 
flashing, in the dark room.

Another text from Cali:

<< Go for it Astor, I believe in you! >>

Astor texts back:

<< Dancing fail, knocked head. >>

Astor looks over at Trinity, who’s in the kitchenette pouring 
herself another drink.

Another text from Cali:

<< Your head again!   Get her to comfort you! >>

Trinity returns to Astor.

ASTOR
Is my head bleeding?

Trinity bends down, and inspects Astor’s head.
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She pulls him up and takes him under the kitchenette light.

TRINITY
There’s nothing there.

Trinity leans forward and kisses him.

Astor kisses back, smiling.

She starts to undo his shirt.

He lifts her top and tries to release her bra, but struggles, 
his watchband caught on her bra strap.

He’s really embarrassed, as Trinity laughs.

She forgives him with a tender kiss.

Astor releases his watch, leaves it hanging on Trinity’s bra.

His phone vibrates again.  He goes for it, but Trinity grabs 
it first and reads the new text verbatim:

TRINITY
‘You can get any girl you want.’

ASTOR
She said that?

TRINITY
Is that the meat lady?

ASTOR
I can’t believe she said that.

He hands Trinity her top.

ASTOR
I have to go.

He grabs his keys and exits.

TRINITY
Think of me if it doesn’t work out?

INT. ASTOR’S HATCHBACK - NIGHT55 55

Astor drives the night streets.  He phones Cali.

ASTOR
How do I let her know that I’m 
really into her?
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CALI (O.S.)
She’ll be able to tell.

ASTOR
I don’t think she does.  I’m going 
to tell her.

Astor pulls up at a red light.

CALI (O.S.)
Are you sure you’re not going to 
scare her off?

(beat)
I mean, does she know who you 
really are?  Your birding, your 
loudmouth, your silliness?  I love 
all that, but it does take some 
getting used to.

ASTOR
She accepts me for who I am.

CALI (O.S.)
If you feel it, you can tell her.

The traffic light turns green and Astor drives on.

EXT. CALI’S APARTMENT - NIGHT56 56

Cali opens the door and is surprised as Astor kisses her.

She recoils, closing her mouth.  She doesn’t push him back, 
but screws up her face in confusion.  

Eventually Astor catches on, and stops.

Cali shakes her head, as Astor’s phone vibrates.

Astor reads the new text.  It’s also from Cali:

<< She’d be mad not to be into you too!!! >>

He looks into Cali’s fragile eyes.

CALI
Tricking me like that. It’s not 
cool.  Hitting on me just because 
you think I’m the only girl who 
likes you.

ASTOR
I just knocked back a girl.
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CALI
So you’re feeling confident.  And 
you want to build on that by 
getting with me, or you just want 
to date me to make Mila jealous.

ASTOR
I want you Cali.  More than I want 
Mila.

CALI
Don’t compare me to Mila.

ASTOR
Am I not successful enough with 
woman for you too, is that it?

CALI
You’re a romantic Astor.  You want 
to settle, and find someone.  I’m 
not like that.  That’s not what I 
want.

Cali closes the door on Astor, steps inside and leans back 
against it.  Alone with her thoughts.

EXT. TRINITY’S APARTMENT - NIGHT57 57

Astor exits his apartment and heads around to Trinity’s 
apartment.  She greets him at her doorstep.

ASTOR
Sorry about before.

Astor grabs her in his arms and kisses her.  She screws up 
her face in resistance however and Astor stops.

ASTOR
Did I do something wrong?

TRINITY
Your hairy tongue did.

ASTOR
Should I go and shave it?

TRINITY
Why don’t you just cut it off?

ASTOR
And send it to you in the mail?  
I’m not that romantic.
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TRINITY
Swallow it then.

Astor gulps and Trinity walks off.

EXT. PARK - MONTAGE - NIGHT/DAWN58 58

- Astor walks the streets alone.

- He watches some LOVERS walking in the night.

- He buys a bottle of whisky, takes a swig, but is shocked by 
the taste and spits it out.  He hands the bottle to a happy 
HOMELESS MAN.

- Astor walks by some red tulips and kicks them down.

- The sun begins to rise.

- Astor watches two pigeons kissing.  Disgusted, he throws 
stones at them.

- Astor is attacked and chased by some pigeons.

- Astor walks home alone.

INT. CHICKEN SHOP - NIGHT59 59

A SERVER puts a half chicken and chips before Jake and Astor.

JAKE
Mila said you really liked birds, 
so I brought you here.

ASTOR
I appreciate it.

JAKE
I would have paid the extra for the 
turkey if you wanted it.

ASTOR
Poultry’s paltry.

JAKE
Turkey’s a bit more festive.

ASTOR
Did you have a cerebral aneurism 
associated with your arrhythmia?
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JAKE
Huh?

ASTOR
Periods where your brain goes 
without blood.

JAKE
How would I know?

ASTOR
There’s a test they do.

JAKE
Oh no, I definitely don’t have it, 
because they didn’t do the tests.

ASTOR
(confused)

That’s good.

JAKE
So, thanks for taking me to the 
hospital.  I’m sorry, I was a 
butthead.

ASTOR
That’s okay.

JAKE
Aren’t you going to say I wasn’t a 
butthead?

ASTOR
You were a little bit of a 
butthead.

JAKE
No, I wasn’t.

ASTOR
Okay.

JAKE
You know Astor, you really don’t 
know when to back down.

ASTOR
And you do.

JAKE
Yeah.
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ASTOR
What about now, is now the time to 
back down?

Jake nods, fuming.

ASTOR
For you or for me?

JAKE
Neither.

Jake flips the dinner up in Astor’s lap, gravy and all.

Astor just sits alone eating chips from his sweater.

EXT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - DAY60 60

Astor opens his door, but then closes it as he sees Trinity. 

He peers through the window, waiting for her to move on, as 
she says hi to a happy puppy playing in the garden.

He waits, checks again, and watches as she moves off to the 
left.  Once she’s gone he exits to the right.

He looks back and sees that she’s coming.  He rushes on, but 
bumps into her.

Confused, he looks back and sees her coming the other way 
too, and realizes they must be twins.

The girl he knocked into is Trinity, her twin coming the 
other way is DIVINITY.

TRINITY
Astor.

He looks at Trinity and Divinity, and then back at Trinity.

ASTOR
You’re twins?

The twins point each other out.

TRINITY/DIVINITY
Yes.  Trinity.  Divinity.

ASTOR
I suppose you’ve got a sister 
called Naïvety too,  or is that 
just me?

77.



TRINITY
We’re twins, not triplets.

ASTOR
Why didn’t you tell me you had a 
sister?

TRINITY
The landlord won’t let me have 
guests.

ASTOR
(to Divinity)

So it was you I was presumptive 
with?

DIVINITY
(nodding)

Trinity told me she didn’t know 
anyone here.

TRINITY
(to Astor)

I was keeping you a secret too.

DIVINITY
I thought you were creepy.  Sorry.

ASTOR
Sadly, I can have that effect on 
women.

TRINITY
I thought you were charming.  
Actually, would you like to get 
together for dinner.  Tonight 
maybe?

ASTOR
Great.  Can I ask a silly question?

TRINITY/DIVINITY
Sure.

He points between them both.

ASTOR
Have you two ever kissed?

INT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - TIME-LAPSE SEQUENCE - NIGHT61 61

- The girls arrive for dinner all dressed up.
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- Astor cooks up a storm.

- They drink glass after glass of white wine. 

- He gets it on with Trinity, and then Divinity, and then 
both.

- They start to undress each other.  The girls start with 
Astor, so he’s down to his underpants much quicker.

INT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - NIGHT62 62

Astor continues with the twins.

Suddenly, there’s a knock at the door.

Astor turns down the music.  

He peers through the fish eye and sees Mila.

He corrals the twins into the kitchen and wraps a towel 
around his waist.

EXT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - NIGHT63 63

Astor greets Mila at the door, wearing only a towel.

MILA
(beat)

Jake and I broke up.

ASTOR
How’d he take it?

MILA
He didn’t have a heart attack.

(beat)
It was wonderful the way you saved 
him.

ASTOR
I had to put all that study to some 
sort of use.

MILA
He’s actually really appreciative.

ASTOR
Yeah.  He gave me that chicken 
dinner.
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MILA
Your study also helped me too.  I 
actually got good grades this 
semester.

ASTOR
Mine weren’t so good.

Mila looks inside, perhaps having heard something.

MILA
Can I come in?

ASTOR
Can we catch up tomorrow?

MILA
You okay?

ASTOR
I’m naked, but otherwise good.

He starts to close the door.

MILA
Okay, tomorrow then.

He closes the door and Mila heads off.

But suddenly the door is open again.

Astor tries to hold back Trinity, but she steps out.

She stands there with her shirt open exposing her lingerie.

TRINITY
Who are you?

MILA
Who am I?  Who are you?

Divinity arrives, also with her lingerie exposed.

DIVINITY
Who’s she?

Astor returns to the door, still only in a towel.

MILA
Who are they?

(beat)
More importantly, who are you?

Astor is speechless.
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Mila walks off.

Astor hesitates, but then runs after her.

ASTOR
Mila!

Astor slips, but picks himself up and keeps running.

EXT. ASTOR’S STREET - NIGHT64 64

Astor runs after Mila just managing to keep his towel on.  He 
catches her and blocks her from her red mazda.

Mila tries to climb into the car, but Astor stops her, 
accidently slamming the door on her finger. 

She’s stuck there until Astor opens the door.

ASTOR
Sorry.  I just wanted to talk.

MILA
Your twins are waiting.

Furious, she sucks on her wounded finger.

ASTOR
They don’t matter to me.

MILA
And, that’s why you’re a slut.

ASTOR
Those girls and I just kissed, 
that’s it.

MILA
Sure.

ASTOR
Do you know how many girls I’ve 
ever slept with?

MILA
With or without significantly 
different DNA?

ASTOR
One.  Is the answer.  Just you.  
You were my first and you didn’t 
even care.
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MILA
That’s not fair.  You suffocated 
me.  I felt like a kitten in a 
plastic bag.  We had no chance.

Mila takes his hand.

MILA
But come home with me now.  We can 
start again.

ASTOR
Did you break up with Jake, or did 
he break up with you?

MILA
Why does that matter?

ASTOR
You only want me now, because there 
are other girls who want me.

Mila shakes her head and starts to climb into her car.

MILA
Go sleep with those other girls.

ASTOR
I might.  I’m single.  It’s a 
pretty big opportunity for me.

MILA
I’m offering you a second chance.

ASTOR
The timing is not ideal.

MILA
You sleep with those clones, we may 
not even be friends.

INT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - NIGHT65 65

Astor steps inside and his jaw drops.

Trinity and Divinity lounge on his bed in nothing but 
lingerie.  Another open wine bottle beside them.

TRINITY
Come on in, the water’s fine.

ASTOR
I bet it is.
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He sits on the bed, and the twins join him.

TRINITY/DIVINITY
Don’t be shy.

Trinity closes her eyes and leans in to kiss Astor, but he 
pulls back and she falls flat on her face.

Astor barely notices her fall.  

He just sits there, lost in thought.

EXT. HIP BAR - DAY66 66

Cali steps into an empty elevator.

FRANCK (O.S.)
Cali.  Cali, it’s Franck.

Cali turns to see Franck.  He joins her in the elevator.

CALI
Obviously, who else would put on an 
accent like that.

FRANCK
It’s not a put on.  It’s how I am.

CALI
You lived in London for three 
years, and you’ve been to America 
four times.

FRANCK
I’m slow to learn.  I’m sorry.  If 
you want, you teach me.

CALI
What about your girlfriend in 
Montmartre?

FRANCK
C’est fini.

CALI
Why’s that?

FRANCK
For you.  I did it for you.
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CALI
Yet, you didn’t call, and when you 
left you said you weren’t coming 
back.  How am I supposed to wade 
through your bull shit?

FRANCK
You think I speak bull shit?

CALI
You’re a phoney like the rest of 
them Franck.  You’re half a man. 

FRANCK
Like your little friend Astor.

CALI
He’s more than you’ll ever be.

(beat)
He’s about the only real guy out 
there.

FRANCK
What about Georg Clooney?  He’s a 
real man.

CALI
Vas-y Francky.

Cali continues on down the street alone.

EXT. CANYON - DAY67 67

Astor walks through the park with his binoculars.

His cellphone rings.  He puts it on silent and answers.

ASTOR
(whispering)

Cali!  I’m birding.  Wanna join?

EXT. CANYON - DAY68 68

Cali walks through a grove of blue flowers watching as birds 
fly over.  She heads up the path to the peak, as the sun 
begins to set.

Astor pops his head out of the bushes ahead and Cali smiles.

He waves, and she skips up to him.
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CALI
It’s so great to be birding again.  
I think I’m a convert.

MILA (O.S.)
Isn’t it such a funny thing to do?!

Cali turns and sees that Mila is there too.

Cali nods, disappointed.

He hands Cali the binoculars and their hands touch.

ASTOR
Have a look in that tree.

Cali looks through the binoculars.

INSERT - BINOCULAR P.O.V.

A Great Horned Owl sits in a tree.

CALI (O.S.)
I love it.

ASTOR (O.S.)
A Great Horned Owl.  Isn’t he 
majestic?

CALI (O.S.)
He’s beautiful.

(beat)
You’re beau...

BACK TO SCENE

Cali pulls down the binoculars.  Sees that Astor has gone off 
with Mila.

She watches, as Mila pulls in Astor and kisses him on the 
lips.

INT. ASTOR’S APARTMENT - NIGHT69 69

Astor looks over his birding book, as Mila stands above him.

MILA
They all kind of look the same.
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ASTOR
Not for me.  Birding’s my passion.  
Like medicine is for you.

MILA
I can’t wait to be a doctor.  To be 
taken seriously for a change.  It 
won’t be Mila or Miss Klein.  It’ll 
be ‘yes, Doctor Klein’.  ‘Would you 
like a free upgrade, Doctor Klein’.

ASTOR
‘Is there a doctor in the house?’

MILA
That would be scary.  I don’t know 
if I’d pipe up if that happened.

ASTOR
Wouldn’t it be your duty?

MILA
I’m not giving mouth-to-mouth to 
some dirty homeless man.

ASTOR
I guess that’d be beyond the call.

EXT. JENNY’S APARTMENT - DUSK70 70

Mila and Astor walk through the garden towards the house.

He’s dressed as a puppy with a cone to stop him biting his 
wounds.  She’s dressed as a pink princess with ruby jewels.

MILA
You’re not going to spend the night 
flirting are you?

ASTOR
Of course not.

MILA
It’s just that Cali told me you’ve 
kissed lots of girls recently.

She looks to Astor, he doesn’t respond.

MILA
Is it true?
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ASTOR
I kissed a couple.  I mean two 
separate people.  Not a guy and 
girl.  Did Cali tell you this 
before we got together?

MILA
I think so.  Does it matter?

Astor doesn’t answer.

MILA
And one other thing.  I think you 
need a bit more practice before you 
dance in public.

ASTOR
Shall I enrol us in Samba classes?

Mila shakes her head and Astor drops his gaze.

INT. JENNY’S APARTMENT - NIGHT71 71

A Halloween party with a dozen costumed GUESTS.

Jenny is dressed as a pumpkin.  She dances and pats her 
knees, calling Astor to the dance floor like a dog.

JENNY
Come on boy.  Come on.

She looks over at Mila, whose chatting to Jake the Viking.

Astor joins Jenny, letting his tongue hang out and playing 
the thirsty puppy.  Jenny laughs, and they start dancing.  

They go off, loving the music.  

As he dances, Astor sees Mila watching him from across the 
room.  He smiles and waves, but she turns away as Jake offers 
her some champagne but she declines.

Astor watches for a beat more, disappointed. But then Jenny 
pulls him back into the dance.

Astor and Jenny dance on, while in the background Jake opens 
a the champagne bottle, the cork exploding into his forehead.

INT. JENNY’S APARTMENT - NIGHT72 72

Mila takes Astor’s hand and leads him from the dance floor.
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INT. JENNY’S APARTMENT - BATHROOM - NIGHT73 73

The red lit bathroom is decorated like a spooky forest with 
blood and other Halloween horrors.

Astor keeps dancing.  Mila wrestles with him, trying to force 
him to stop.  A ridiculous childish wrestle. 

As Astor resists, Mila becomes more desperate. 

Finally, Astor stops.

ASTOR
We should break up.

MILA
Why are you saying this?  You’ve 
loved me since we were four.  

ASTOR
I don’t make you happy.

MILA
Not everyone’s happy-go-lucky all 
the time like you Astor.  Do you 
think I don’t wish I was?

ASTOR
You should be.

MILA
The world’s not all singing birds 
and dancing.  Not everyone has a 
mum who bakes birthday cakes with 
their name written in jam.

ASTOR
I’ve never seen you eat cake.

MILA
I can’t eat cake.  I’m a pretty 
face Astor.  That’s my value.

ASTOR
You’re not just a pretty face.

(beat)
You’ve got a good body too.

Mila just ignores him.

MILA
You’ve loved me since you were 
four, because I was the prettiest 
girl you knew.  
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I thought you had some heart, that 
maybe you were the one person that 
loved me for another reason.  That 
you could lift me above all that.

ASTOR
You’ve always been my girl.  But...

MILA
You’re actually breaking up with 
me?

ASTOR
I, um...  We’re...

MILA
It’s okay.  I’ll find my happiness 
on my own.  Besides, it’s obvious 
you like Cali.

Astor doesn’t respond.

MILA
I saw the way her eyes lit up when 
we were birding.  You and Cali have 
been running around, chasing tail, 
pretending to try and get you laid. 
But no girl worth their salt wants 
to be played.  To be seduced by 
technique...  You think you 
understand woman because you had a 
threesome?

ASTOR
I didn’t sleep with them.  It’s 
awkward when you can’t tell the 
difference between two girls.

MILA
Why would Cali want you when you’re 
so desperately trying to be a male 
slut?

ASTOR
Don’t say that word.  It 
discourages free behavior.

MILA
‘Male’?  I thought that was the one 
word that meant do whatever you 
like and don’t worry about the 
consequences.
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ASTOR
I actually meant ‘slut’.  You know, 
that ugly word that means 
liberated.

MILA
Another thing you might not know, 
as much as girls want a guy to be 
nice, they want him to be a man.  
Your sweetness is charming Astor, 
but it’s not gonna get you across 
the line.

ASTOR
I’m sorry for being sweet.

He moves in to hug her sweetly, but she pushes him away.  

MILA
Don’t even think about it.

She stands back from him, and waves him out.

INT. JENNY’S APARTMENT - NIGHT74 74

Astor walks past Jenny and others dancing, but just walks on.

He exits passed Jake who has a round bruise on his forehead.

EXT. HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL - MONTAGE - NIGHT75 75

Astor wanders the crowd dressed and acting like a sad 
dejected puppy dog.

He plays with a hairy pot-bellied teddy bear, and a labrador, 
but the labrador just attacks him.

He tries to cheer himself up, interacting with the costumed 
revellers, but he’s just too sad.

EXT. BEACH - DAY76 76

Astor drives towards the beach, as the sun begins to set.

SUPER: ONE WEEK LATER
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EXT. BEACH - DUSK77 77

Astor parks his car by the fire pits and takes out a load of 
wood.  He builds a fire and lights in.

Soon he’s joined by Trinity, Divinity, Jenny, Franck, Jake 
and a few other familiar faces.

They bring wine, beer and a picnic.  Franck brings a guitar.  
Jenny sets up a picnic table.

And then Mila arrives.  Astor walks over to greet her.

He stands coyly, waiting to see her response.

She smiles and gives him a hug, and they join the others.

They enjoy the glow of the fire as the night begins to fall.

EXT. BEACH - NIGHT78 78

Astor and co are drunk, laughing, and listening to music.  
Jake flirts with the twins.  Franck performs for Mila, as she 
eats a large slice of cake.

A figure emerges in the darkness.

It’s Cali. She shares a smile with Mila.

ASTOR
Come down by the water. 

Cali nods and they walk down.

CALI
You broke up with Mila.  I thought 
you loved her?

ASTOR
I love her like a sister.

CALI
Good thing you stopped sleeping 
with her.  So you’re throwing a 
party to meet women, good idea.

ASTOR
I’m taking a break from all that.

CALI
It’s a numbers game Astor.  You’re 
phased again aren’t you.
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ASTOR
Nope.  Just steppin’ out of the 
game.

CALI
Side steppin’ the problem.

ASTOR
What problem?

CALI
Your inability to find love.

ASTOR
I found it.  I lost it.  I requited 
it.  But it was unrequited.  Life 
goes on.

CALI
So you’re waiting now.

ASTOR
Just cruising along.  Take it or 
leave it.  Take me or leave me.

CALI
Like an old couch on the sidewalk.

ASTOR
Some of those couches are pretty 
comfy.

CALI
Before the squirrels get to them.

ASTOR
And who are you chasing?  Franck?

CALI
No.  I’ve got my eyes open.

ASTOR
You sure about that?

CALI
Are you going to hit on me again?

ASTOR
I’m not playing games.  I’ve told 
you I like you.  I meant it.

CALI
Well, you do need to add some 
notches to your bedpost.
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ASTOR
That’s right.  Once I’ve been with 
lots of women then I’ll be worthy.  
I’m just playing games.  Spin the 
bottle, who should I kiss?

CALI
I get it.

ASTOR
No, you don’t.  We’ve had a lot of 
fun together Cali.

CALI
Running around chasing girls.

ASTOR
We have fun no matter what we do.

CALI
Are we having fun now?

ASTOR
We would be if you just let me in.  
You make me happy, and if you let 
go for a second you’d see I make 
you happy too.  Isn’t that why you 
tease me all the time?

CALI
I don’t understand how anyone could 
resist making fun of you.

ASTOR
I’m yours if you want me, Cali?  We 
just might fall in love.

CALI
And you just might break my heart.

ASTOR
Could you love me that much that 
that would be possible?

CALI
Maybe.

ASTOR
That would be wonderful.

Cali confused, but then smiles.

Astor pulls her towards him, and they kiss.
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The fire explodes into light behind them, the flames 
spiralling up into the night as Cali and Astor kiss on.

The flames die down and they are consumed by darkness.

EXT. BEACH - DAWN79 79

The sun rises revealing a cyan sky and a turquoise sea.

On the deserted beach, Astor sleeps wrapped in a blanket with 
Cali under his arm.

She wakes and smiles, as she watches him. She closes her eyes 
and returns to sleep just as he wakes.

Astor watches a small smile grow on her face.  Realizes she’s 
awake and tickles her.  She tickles back, but he picks her up 
and carries her laughing into the ocean.

FADE TO BLACK.
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